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Abstract. The article describes the methodological aspect of using associative exercises for
working with illustrative material of Wimmelbuch at English lessons in primary school. It is found
out that much attention is given to teaching a foreign language to schoolchildren at the age between
six and seven whose age characteristics determine moving and motor activity and a significant role
of the nonverbal component in self-expression. It is determined that non-verbal actions play an
important part in communication and have a significant influence on the partner, so this fact should
be taken into account while teaching foreign language communication.

The purpose of the study is to find out the didactic conditions for using associative exercises
to work with the Wimmelbuch at English lessons in primary school.

The relevance of the outlined problem is determined by the lack of development of the
intercultural and activity approaches to the issue of using associative exercises to work with the
Wimmelbuch for conducting intercultural communication.

The article proves that the illustrative materials of the Wimmelbuch helps to realize the
principles of the concept of personality’s development in cross-cultural activity, that meets the
requirements of modern society to the level and quality of foreign language education. By using
associative exercises while working with the Wimmelbuch at English lessons, the conditions are
created for developing primary schoolchildren’s language abilities and for training them for real
communication within intercultural contacts, in which it is necessary to understand and use not only
verbal but also non-verbal means of communication.

The associative exercise is specially organized training which is performed by using a large
number of different analyzers (visual, auditory, speech-motor and moving). Such exercises give an
opportunity to solve the main problems of teaching a foreign language to primary schoolchildren,
because it is based on the actual theory of language learning through the personal activity of a child.
The use of non-verbal associative symbols at foreign language lessons allows a student to perceive
language material through all analyzers, and the student’s need for moving activity is fully ensured.

Methodical tasks of the associative exercises are defined as to extend language abilities of
students within the communicative minimum; to make studying a foreign language interesting, that
will develop a student’s positive attitude to learning; to bring studying a foreign language closer to
free communication; to involve the language experience of students’ communication in their native
language to transfer it to communication in a foreign language and vice versa; to train moral qualities
and culture of communication; to acquaint students with the peculiarities of socioculture of a foreign
country, etc.

Key words: associative exercises; Wimmelbuch; intercultural communication; non-verbal
component; primary school pupil.
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Problem setting in general. According to the new Law of Ukraine “On
Education” (2017), the results of learning are skills, abilities, knowledge, ways of
thinking, views, values, other personal qualities acquired in the process of learning,
education and development that can be identified, planned, evaluated and measured
and which person is able to demonstrate after the completion of an educational program
or other educational components. To achieve this goal, it is not enough to gain
knowledge. Therefore, the concept of competences is to be formed in the educational
process: to master the state language fluently; the ability to communicate in native and
foreign languages; cultural competence and other competences provided by the
standard of education [3].

Thus, changes in the approach to teaching a foreign language are observed, in
particular intercultural and activity approaches are stressed. Much attention is given to
teaching a foreign language to primary six- or seven-year-old schoolchildren, whose
age characteristics determine moving and motor activities and a significant role of the
non-verbal component in self-expression. Non-verbal actions play an important part in
communication and have a great impact on the interlocutor. This should be taken into
account while teaching foreign language communication, because there can not be a
full-value contact with interlocutors without all the factors of which it is composed.

The latest papers and publication on the problem. Research of the non-verbal
component in communication is studied by R. Baur, I. Horelov, T. Nikolaieva, A. Piz,
D. Fast and others. The problem of intercultural communication is investigated by
E. Vereshchahin, N. Liubimova, O. Mykhailova, L. Samovar and others. Development
of different systems of exercises for teaching to speak a foreign language is engaged
by I.Bim, H.Noyner, V. Tsarkova and others. The issue of the specific of
communicative phenomena is studied by such scholars as M. Bovtenko, O. Bihych,
L. Byrkun, V. Demiankov, Yu. Karaulov and others. The urgency of the outlined
problem is determined by the lack of development within the intercultural and activity
approaches to the issue of using associative exercises for working with the
Wimmelbuch for performing intercultural communication.

The aim of the study is to find out the didactic conditions for using associative
exercises to work with the Wimmelbuch at English lessons in primary school.

Theoretical basis of research. The concept of “intercultural communication”
in scientific literature refers to the communication of people representing different
cultures; adequate understanding of two participants in a communicative act belonging
to different national cultures; the kind of communication, the success or failure of
which is largely determined by cultural differences between communicants. In
consciousness of a person in the context of the cultures’ contact two or more cultures
interact, the basic components of which are the languages of these cultures. Thus, the
cross-cultural approach in teaching a foreign language becomes priority. The basis of
this approach is comparison of the social, cultural and linguistic achievements of the
native country and the foreign one.
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In this context it is expedient to observe the conception of person development
in cross-cultural interaction, that meets the requirements which modern society puts to
the level and quality of foreign language education. The illustrative material of the
Wimmelbuch [5] helps to realize the principles of this conception. The conditions for
development of children’s abilities and for training students to real intercultural
communication within cross-cultural contacts, in which interlocutors have to
understand and use both verbal and non-verbal means of communication are created at
English lessons.

Scientists have proved that teaching non-verbal means of communication with
verbal ones at foreign language lessons in primary school is directly dependent on a
common didactic approach; on the selection of non-verbal material that is adequate to
the content and procedural characteristics of the model of didactic conditions and
means; on organizing a comprehensive training non-verbal means of communication
with verbal ones at foreign language lessons. The content of the teaching model should
include value, personal and activity characteristics. The main factor of integrated
training non-verbal means of communication to primary schoolchildren at foreign
language lessons is the associative exercises.

Appeal to the scientific literature has proved that non-verbal means and verbal
ones are means of expressing and understanding thoughts that determine the adequate
perception and transfer of information, revealing a personality of speaker and listener.
As for teaching purposes non-verbal communication is social and physiological use of
non-verbal means of communication, which reflect the general cultural experience and
individual personality characteristics and are used for transferring and perceiving
information. This definition reflects the following aspects: systemic (non-verbal
means, non-verbal language), activity (non-verbal communication as an information
process), cultural experience, individual personality characteristics, the role of non-
verbal means in transferring and perceiving both interlocutors’ ideas [2].

Research methodology. All known methods of teaching foreign languages are
aimed at mastering students’ verbal skills of foreign language communication, but the
non-verbal aspect either takes a small, optional place, or is not taken into account at
all. However, comprehensive training in using the non-verbal means with verbal ones
in communication helps to improve efficiency of mastering a foreign language by
students.

Didactic conditions of teaching non-verbal communication depend on its
psychological, psycholinguistic and linguistic characteristics and the specifics of
teaching a foreign language at the initial stage. It is mentioned that the didactic
conditions have to be ranked (the first group includes the common didactic conditions
for studying in comprehensive school; the second group contains the didactic
conditions for primary education; and the third involves the didactic conditions of
teaching a foreign language) [1].

The main didactic conditions of the effective teaching non-verbal means of
communication at foreign language lessons are clarity and substantiation of the didactic
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approach, emphasizing those statements of the concept that are the most significant for
the integrated teaching of non-verbal means of communication with verbal ones; the
selection of a non-verbal material according to the basic statements of the didactic
approach.

The basis for teaching non-verbal means of communication at foreign language
lessons can be any didactic approach. At the same time, it is important that teaching is
based on the aims and principles of this approach, but not arbitrarily. Then the
associative exercises for teaching non-verbal communication become a part of a system
of exercises that implements the aims of this approach.

It is noted that the conception of person development in cross-cultural interaction
Is the theoretical model of educational priorities. This approach has its own hierarchy
of aims, principles, means of learning and control, which correspond with the idea of
the integrated teaching non-verbal means of communication with verbal ones for self-
realization of the primary schoolchildren personality. This approach belongs to the
group of intercultural approaches recognized as the most modern and relevant in the
methodology of teaching foreign languages; and is provided for teaching a foreign
language starting at primary school.

Involving the non-verbal component into communicative activity creates
conditions for the implementation of all the principles of the conception of person
development in cross-cultural interaction. The principles of individualization and
interaction are realized through non-verbal communication, when individual
characteristics of personality are manifested. Using non-verbal means facilitates
mutual understanding and interaction. Principles of support on students’ modern needs
and taking into account their future needs are realized through gaming activity of
primary schoolchildren, in which the non-verbal means (associative aspect) play a huge
role. The principle of emotional comfort and mental activity is completely realized
through the non-verbal means, as they are a way of external expression of emotions
and thoughts and serve for emotional filling of verbal utterances. The non-verbal means
play an important role in implementation of the principles of communication and
intercultural orientation, because they perform the same functions as verbal ones, and
also have a cultural specifics. This fact is important for intercultural contacts. These
principles are closely interconnected, reveal the regularities of the educational process
and allow to perform educational activity in the unity of all its components in an
effective way.

The non-verbal associative symbols are the language of movements, gestures,
mimicry, the language of our body, the code language of representations and
associations. Using such symbols improves the perception and reproduction of
information, that is based on the child’s ability to imagine and fantasize. According to
vivid child’s imagination, forms of any lexical or grammatical units are created.
Primary schoolchildren memorize foreign words very quickly if it is related to a
concrete image or action.
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The main purpose of teaching a foreign language to primary schoolchildren
through the non-verbal associative symbols is forming elementary foreign language
communicative competence and the qualities which are necessary for mastering the
minimized amount of knowledge and skills. This allows young learners to acquire the
skills that are necessary to start the conversation with an interlocutor, to be engaged
into a dialogue, to receive and render an elementary information related to the content
of communication. And also certain tasks with using non-verbal associative symbols
help to full and harmoniously development of students, the realization of their personal
experience, and mastering the basics of foreign language communication.

The associative exercise is specially organized training which is performed using
the largest number of different analyzers (visual, auditory, speech-motor and moving).
These exercises have integrated features which are observed while using non-verbal
associative symbols in combination with verbal means in communicative activity [4].

Such associative exercises provide an opportunity to solve the main problems of
teaching a foreign language to primary schoolchildren, because it is based on the actual
theory of language learning through the child’s personal activity. Using non-verbal
associative symbols at foreign language lessons allows primary schoolchildren to
perceive language material through all analyzers, and children’s need for moving
activity is fully provided.

Research results. Methodological tasks of the associative exercises are defined
as to extend language abilities of students within the communicative minimum; to
make learning a foreign language interesting, that will form a positive attitude of a
student to learning; to make learning a foreign language closer to free communication;
to involve the language experience of communication in students’ native language in
order to transfer it to communication in a foreign language and vice versa; to train
moral qualities and culture of communication; to acquaint students with the
peculiarities of the socioculture of the foreign country, etc.

It is needed to characterize the practical aspect of implementing associative
exercises. Before learning a new foreign language lexical material, a teacher and
students discuss how they will represent different objects, states or actions by the body
language and first commenting them in native language (a mother tongue is used only
to explain associative symbols). You have only one time to show to students how to
represent objects or actions by the body language (e.g.: animal, lake, forest, park, zoo;
how to do some things: to read a book, to play ball, to watch TV, to play a computer),
and they will become the active participants of the game at the lesson.

Presentation of any educational material has the constant algorithms: 1) to agree
on the way of representing a non-verbal associative symbol; 2) to check understanding
of this symbol; 3) to name the symbol in English and show it.

For example, the associative exercises are implemented for the study the topic
“At the Zoo” using the illustrative material of the Wimmelbuch. We imitate the
monkey making a funny face and putting our hands on the hips, or raise them, saying:
Uh-uh-ah-uh-uh-ah!; the pony — lowering hands down and make fists showing the
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imaginary hoofs, saying: Neigh! Neigh!; the tiger — putting middle fingers on the upper
lip showing the imaginary mustache and saying Raaar!; the deer — put to the head with
straightened fingers showing long horns; the seal — we pull our hands to the side and
clap imitating the tail, and so on. You can also simply imitate animal sounds. Each
student has to choose an animal and then makes the noise, so that the others can hear
how it sounds and repeat it: Baa! Meow! Moo! Woof! Quack! To whit to whoooo!
Tweet! Oink! Squeak! Neigh! Thump! Hiss! Cluck! Ribbit! Buzz! Haw hee haw!
Pawoooo! Growls-grrr-grrr! Roars!

It is necessary to check how students have remembered the proposed associative
symbols. The great advantage of using such exercises is the fact that children are not
tired at all. Students perform movements and name them simultaneously. Everything
Is clear to them, because the language and the movements are intertwined. The main
goal in this case is the orientation towards health-saving technologies in educational
activity, etc.

Summary. The non-verbal associative component plays a significant part in
teaching foreign languages to primary schoolchildren and helps to develop the personal
qualities of students, their intellectual and cognitive abilities, and emotional readiness
for communication. Associative exercises have a game purposefulness. Such activity
helps to develop the concentration skills, independent thinking, attention, and
discipline of children. The gaming aspects of exercises make the study interesting,
create a cheerful mood for students, and facilitate overcoming linguistic difficulties in
mastering a foreign language material. Associative exercises make it possible to change
a complex educational material into a simple one, and a boring material into an
interesting one.

In further papers it is planned to work out and offer linguistic exercises for the
development of foreign language skills in speaking using the Wimmelbuch for the New
Ukrainian School.
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METOJJUYHUI ACIIEKT BUKOPUCTAHHSI ACOIIIATUBHUX BITPAB
JJISA POBOTHU 3 BIMMEJIbBBYXAMHU HA YPOKAX AHI'JIIMCBKOI
MOBH B IIOYATKOBIH HIKO.JII

Ipuna Jlo6avoBa
KaHauaaT GI0JIOTTYHUX HaYK,

JOIEHT KadeIpu Teopii 1 IPaKTUKH MTOYaTKOBOI OCBITH
JIBH3 «/lonbackkuii [ep>kaBHUM NeAaroriuyHuii yHiBEpCUTET
M. CroB’ssHCBK JloHenbKoi 00s1acTi, YKpaiHa
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7102-1915

sbitneva.irina@ukr.net

AHoOTaNisA. Y cTaTTi pO3KPUTO METOJUYHUI aCTIEKT BUKOPUCTAHHS aCOIIaTUBHUX BIIPAB IS
po0OTH 3 UIIOCTPAaTHUBHUM MaTepialioM KHIDKOK-PO3TISANHOK (BUMMENbOyXamMH) Ha ypoKax
AHIITIMCHKOT MOBH B TIOYAaTKOBIH IIKOJ. 3’SCOBAaHO, IO 0COOIMBOrO 3HAUCHHS Ha0yBa€ HaBYAHHS
1HO3eMHO1 MOBH MOJIOJIIIHX IIKOJISIPIB 6 — 7 POKiB, BIKOBI OCOOIMBOCTI SKHX 00YMOBIIIOIOTH PYXOBY
Ta MOTOPHY aKTHBHICTh 1 3HaYHY POJIb HEBEpOAIBHOTO0 KOMIIOHEHTA B CAaMOBUPaXeHHI. BuzHaueHo,
0 HeBepOasbHi Jii 3aiMarOTh BaKJIMBE MICIE B CIIUIKYBaHHI Ta 3/1MCHIOIOTH 3HAYHUN BIUIMB HA
CHIBPO3MOBHHKA, TOMY L€ CJiJl YpaxOoBYBaTH MpPH HABUYAHHI 1IHIIOMOBHOI KOMYHiKallii. ABTOPKOIO
JOBEZICHO, IO UTIOCTPAaTUBHUI MaTepian BIMMENBOYXiB JomoMarae peanizyBaTH 3acaid KOHIICTIIii
PO3BUTKY OCOOMCTOCTI B MIKKYJIBTYPHIN JISUTBHOCTI, 110 BIAMOBIa€ BUMOTaM, SIKi BUCYBA€E Cy4acHe
CYCHLIBCTBO JI0 PiBHS Ta SIKOCTI IHIIOMOBHOT OCBITH. 3aB/SIKM BUKOPUCTAHHIO aCOLIaTUBHUX BIIPAB
mig yac poboTu 3 BiMMenbOyXaMu Ha ypOKaxX aHIJIMCbKOI MOBH CTBOPIOIOTHCS YMOBH SIK IS
PO3BHUTKY 3110HOCTEH MOJIOAIINX LIKOJISPIB, TAaK 1 AJIS MIATOTOBKH iX 710 pPeaJbHOTO CIUIKYBaHHS B
pamMKax MDKKYJIBTYPHHUX KOHTAaKTiB, y SIKMUX HEOOXITHO PO3YMITH 1 BUKOPHUCTOBYBATU HE JIMILE
BepOaibHi, alie i HeBepOaJIbHI 3aCO0M CITUTKYBaHHS.

Knrouoei cnoea: acomiaTUBHI BIpaBU; BIMMENbOYX; MDKKYJIbTYPHa KOMYHIKAIIis;
HeBepOATbHUI KOMIIOHEHT; Y4€Hb ITOYATKOBOI IIKOJIH.

METOJNYECKUH ACIHEKT UCHOJIb30BAHUA ACCOIIUATUBHBIX
YIPAKHEHUUA J1JI51 PABOTBI C BAMMEJIBEYXAMM HA YPOKAX
AHI'JIMACKOT O SI3bIKA B HAYAJIBHOH HIKOJIE

HNpuna JlodauéBa
KaHauAaT GUI0JIOTHYECKUX HAYK,
JONEHT KadeIpbl TEOPUU U MTPAKTUKUA HAYAJILHOTO 00pa3oBaHus
['BY3 «Jlonbacckuit rocy1apCTBEHHBIN NEAArOrH4eCKuil YHUBEPCUTET)
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AHHOTaIII/IH. B cratbe PACKPBITO MeTO,Z[I/I‘-ICCKI/II‘/’I ACIICKT HCIIOJB30BaHUA aCCOLMAaTHBHBIX
yIpaXXHEHUH A1 paboThl ¢ WIUTIOCTPATUBHBIM MaTE€pPHAIOM KHUT-TJISIIENOK (BUMMENbOyXaMu) Ha
YpoKax aHTJINHCKOTO SI3bIKa B HAYAJILHOM IIKOJIC. BLI}ICHCHO, yT0 0c000€ 3HAYEHHE HpI/I06pCTaeT
oOyueHHue MHOCTPAHHOMY SI3bIKY MJQAIIMX IIKOJIBHUKOB 6 — 7 JIET, BO3pacTHbIE OCOOEHHOCTHU

KOTOPBIX ONPEIEIAOT [BUIaTEIbHYH) M MOTOPHYIO AaKTUBHOCTb, U 3HAUYUTEIBHYIO pPOJIb
HeBepOaJbHOTO KOMIIOHEHTa B caMoBblpakeHHU. OrmpeneneHo, uTo HeBepOaibHbIE JEHCTBUS
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3aHUMAIOT BaKHOE MECTO B OOIICHHH W OCYIIECTBIIAIOT 3HAYMTEIBHOC BIMSHUC HA COOECEIHUKA,
MIO3TOMY 3TO CJIEAYeT YUUTHIBATh IPU O0YYCHUN MHOA3BIYHON KOMMYHUKAIIMH. ABTOPOM JI0Ka3aHO,
YTO WIIFOCTPATHBHBIM MaTepual BHMMEIbOYXOB IMOMOTracT pealn30BaTh MPHHIUIBI KOHICIIIIUN
Pa3BUTHUS JTUYHOCTH B MEXKKYJIBTYPHOH NEATEIHHOCTH, COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH TPEOOBaHUSAM, KOTOPBIC
BBIIBUT'AE€T COBPEMEHHOE OOIIECTBO K YPOBHIO M Ka4e€CTBY MHOS3BIYHOIO 0Opa3oBanus. biaromaps
UCTOJB30BAHUIO ACCOLIMATUBHBIX YIPAKHEHUH TNpu paboTe C BHUMMeENbOyXxamMH Ha ypoKax
AHIJIMHCKOTO SA3bIKA CO3JAIOTCS YCAOBUS Kak JUIsS Pa3BUTHS CIIOCOOHOCTEH MITAIIINX IIKOJIBHUKOB,
TaK ¥ JJIs TOATOTOBKH UX K pEalbHOMY OOIIEHHUIO B PAMKAX MEXKYJIbTYPHBIX KOHTAaKTOB, B KOTOPBIX
HEOOXOAUMO MMOHMMATh M HCIOJB30BaTh HE TOJBKO BepOaIbHBIC, HO M HEBEpOAIbHBIC CPEICTBA
0OIIIEeHHSL.

Knrouesvie cnosa: acconMaTuBHBIE — YIPaKHEHUS; BHMMEIBOYX;  MEKKYIbTypHas
KOMMYHHKAIIHsI; HeBepOAIbHBIM KOMIIOHEHT; YIYCHUK HAYaJIbHOH IIKOJIBI.
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